
November  2018 www.rocsanashope.org 

     For my entire life I have been happy for the 
most part.  That’s not to say there haven’t been 
struggles because the Lord knows there have 
been.  But God has blessed me for so many 
years starting with wonderful parents that loved 
me and raised me well.  I thank God for them to 
this day.  He then blessed me with a wife that 
could not be more perfect for me.  Then on top of 
that 3 amazing boys who have grown up to be 
godly young men.  I have been a pastor, Youth 
for Christ staff member, youth pastor, evangelist, 
and anything else God asked of me.   
     But I have always sensed that there was 
something more God was planning for me.  I 
spent many years wondering what it was or if I 
would ever come to know it.  For over 49 years I 
lived on this earth and since I was about 12 
years old when I came to know Christ I have 
always felt called to do something for the Lord 
and to follow Him.   
     After all I had done in the ministry and other 
things, I was getting close to 50 and began think-
ing that it might be something I had to let go of.  I 
mean I never really knew if there was anything 
more God had for me let alone knew what it was.  
But God, He has this way of doing things in a 
way that we just don’t see coming.  Most of you 
know the story.  I was the reluctant leader of a 
mission trip in June of 2014.  I had never even 
been on a mission trip let alone led one.  Two 
months before we went, I almost canceled the 
whole trip.  But in the end we went, a small  

Stan, Paola, and Rocsana 

Denise Nelson had a special burden as she 
thought about the girls and their family, especially 
their young siblings still at home, so she decided 
to do something about it.  She shared her heart for 
the girls and their family to have a Christmas this 
year.  So she put a document out on social media 
that people could use to sign up for specific things 
to get for the all of them.  Without knowing how it 
would work she put it out there in faith.  Man did 
God’s people come through.  What you see in 
these two pics is only a portion of what has been 
bought and we are taking down.  As of this writing 
we leave for Guatemala in two days and there is 
still more coming.  It will be Jeff and I’s blessing to 
give the gifts but the thanks goes to God and the 
people who responded with such giving hearts.  
We will be taking pictures and cannot wait to 
share them.   
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A Christmas of Beginnings 

would never be the same.   
     You know the story.  God called us to sell all 
that we had and go.  We obeyed and God 
blessed.  During our amazing and wonderful time  
there God showed us an even greater need.  
Now through the process of time He has made it 
clear what all of this had been leading up to.   
    Now we are on the verge of seeing the vision, 
this great and amazing vision God has given to 
us, become a reality.  Jeff and I will be in Guate-
mala this week and with the Lord’s guidance and 
help finalize the deal for the home and headquar-
ters for Rocsana’s Hope in San Lucsas, Sacate-
péquez , Guatemala.  Once that is complete then 
it will be time to move back permanently and 
start getting the house ready to receive the girls 
God is, even in this very moment, preparing to 
bring to us to help.   
     I don’t wonder anymore about that “something 
else” that I always wondered about.  The feeling 
of completeness and deep drive for this mission 
is so strong within me that I have never known it 
before.  God has been deepening my faith and 
my walk with Him and I know we are going to 
need that to accomplish what He has called us to 
do.  All the things we need and all the strength, 
guidance, and protection must come from God.  
Without His help, we cannot do this.  But with 
Him, we truly can do all things.  We are going 
forward in faith without any doubt that the great-
est miracles and changed lives are yet to come. 

A Christmas with Love 

ragtag group of teens and a few adults who had 
no expectations whatsoever.   
     There’s one thing I have learned:  It is during 
those times when we don’t see God working that 
He is.  One preacher put it this way, “God works 
in the winter when nobody else is working”.  
When things seem dark and hopeless, God’s at 
work...and I was not prepared for what He was 
getting ready to do.  I went on that trip expecting 
nothing and thinking to myself that at almost 50 
there was nothing much more God could do at 
that point in my life.  HA!!  Man was I wrong! 
     Within 3 short days I knew God was forever 
changing me, and it was through the eyes of 
selfless love and purity that emanated from a 
young girls eyes that God began to transform my 
heart.  In that moment I felt God speaking to my 
heart and saying “This is who I am calling you to 
help.”  I didn’t know what that meant or what 
form it would take.  I just knew in that moment 
that God was changing my life and I knew I  

“A man scatters seed on the  
ground. Night and day, whether  
he sleeps or gets up, the seed  
sprouts and grows, though  
he does not know how. 

Mark 
4:26-29 

 
All by itself the soil produces grain...As soon 
as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 

because the harvest has come.”  



How to Give to Rocsana’s Hope 
 

Sending a check through the mail: 
   -You can still make your check Payable to “Oak Tree Church” OR “Rocsana’s Hope” 
 -IMPORTANT: Write “Rocsana’s Hope” on the memo line of the check.  You can 
 use the enclosed return envelope OR you can mail your gift to the following address: 
  Rocsana’s Hope 
  c/o Oak Tree Church 
  24400 NE Colbern Rd 
  Lee’s Summit, MO 64086 

Online Giving 
If you are new to giving online and wish to do so, you may go to our website at 
www.rocsanashope.org and simply click the “donate” button.  You can complete your gift 
right there on the site.   

Areas of Need 
As we now are making the biggest trip to date, 
there are some things I am asking all to pray for: 
 
1. The first house we looked at is STILL avail-

able, but there is now a second house we 
will be looking at as well.  We know nothing 
about the second house but believe it is 
wise that we see it.  Pray that God will give 
us wisdom to make the right decision. 

2. We have raised enough money to offer the 
first year’s lease for the house God leads us 
to choose.  Pray that we make the right 
decisions regarding the lease. 

3. Pray for the funds we will need to furnish 
the house.  We are going to need a refriger-
ator for the kitchen and probably a freezer  
and stove as well, as we will be feeding 
about 30+ people once we are at capacity. 

4. We are also going to need beds and other 
bedroom furnishings for the girls rooms as 
well as storage as the rooms do not have 
closets. 

5. We are also going to need a multi-purpose 
vehicle that will serve both as transportation 
for the girls as well as for mission groups as 
they come down.  We will be searching on 
this trip.  The Toyota Hiace is suited for this 
and so we will be sharing more on that need 
once we know more. 

6. Pray that God will raise up more supporters 
for the ministry.  We are still in need of 
much help in this area but are going on faith 
anyway.  Pray that God supplies all.   

*Special Giving Note—Beginning January of 2019, all giving will be directed to 
Rocsana’s Hope.  The new return envelopes will reflect the new address and all checks 
mailed in should be made out to “Rocsana’s Hope”.  If you are set up on autopay through 
Oak Tree Church OR still wish to give through the church, please by all means continue.  
Oak Tree is STILL our sending church and they will forward 100% of any funds received 
for Rocsana’s Hope directly to our ministry.  ALL gifts given directly to Rocsana’s Hope 
are fully tax-deductible as Rocsana’s Hope is a not-for-profit corporation and fully exempt 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  We are grateful to Pastor David 
Cole and Oak Tree Church for handling our giving while we got our organization set up. 

The field staff, US staff, and Board of Directors of Rocsana’s Hope 

     On Saturday, November 17th we had our inaugural meeting of the American Staff and Board of Di-
rectors of Rocsana’s Hope.  God has assembled the most amazing group of people to help head up this 
amazing ministry.  Every single person in this photo is a person who has a deep and abiding love for 
God and a love for His work.  Every one of them share the vision of the ministry and have an extraordi-
narily deep desire to be a part of seeing the ministry not only become a reality but to see it be success-
ful in changing the course of the life history of the girls we are already helping and will be helping in the 
future.   
     As we prayed and sought God, we asked God for both wisdom and direction to assemble a group of 
people who could best help the ministry of Rocsana’s Hope become a reality.  As we sought God ear-
nestly He began to put specific people on our hearts to ask to help lead our ministry.  Once God gave us 
clear direction, I personally reached out to and spoke to every single individual you see in the above 
photo.  It became clear to all of us that God was assembling an amazing and gifted group of people to 
help lead this organization.  The individuals who are a part of our staff and board are not only high cali-
ber people, but more importantly they have a heart for God that goes beyond extraordinary.  Each of 
them are people of humility and love.  I believe we could not have asked for a better group.  Please pray 
for all of us as we now take the ministry forward and move closer to opening the home in Guatemala.  

Giving Tuesday Report: Amazing! 
 
     Tuesday, November 27th was  the 7th Annual 
“Giving Tuesday” in which  a day is set aside 
with the simple aim of encouraging individuals, 
families, schools, businesses, and other organi-
zations to give to the less fortunate.   Now years 
later hundreds of thousands give literally millions 
of dollars on this special day.  This year is the 
first year Rocsana’s Hope participated.  We only 
became aware of it a little more than a week 
before.  But we decided to share a very critical 
need which was to raise money for the lease on 
our home and headquarters in Guatemala.   
     Two days after we STILL have people giving.  
We set a goal of $10k which seemed to us al-
most unreachable.  But in my heart I knew God 
was going to do something.  As of this writing we 
have now raised $8,783.00 of that goal, and that 
does NOT even include any matching funds we 
will get from Facebooks matching funds cam-
paign for giving Tuesday.  By the time you re-
ceive this, Jeff McClaran and I will be in Guate-
mala negotiating the final deal on the house.  
This has been an amazing time for the ministry 
AND it is only the beginning.  Thank you so 
much to each and every one who participated.  
Your giving hearts have enabled us to take the 
gigantic next steps.   


