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     On Friday, December 7th, we had the privi-
lege of sitting in law offices in Guatemala City to 
sign the lease on the new home and headquar-
ters for Rocsana’s Hope.  We were also able to 
offer to pay for the entire year up front thanks to 
so many wonderful people who gave on “Giving 
Tuesday” to help us reach this amazing goal.  
Our offer was countered and then ultimately 
accepted and agreed upon and so we signed the 
lease.  The people living there have requested to 
have until the middle of January to leave and we 
agreed.  The lease commences and we take 
possession of the house and property in San 
Lucas, Sacatepéquez, Guatemala on February 
1st.   
     This is indeed a huge milestone that we have 
reached and we could not be more excited.  As 
we have taken each step by faith God has faith-
fully provided.  On our first visit to the property 
Jeff and I asked the owners if they would consid-
er giving us a discount if we were to pay the 
entire year in full up front.  We actually made this 
offer not yet having a single dollar for that pur-
pose.  We returned to the US and planned a 
second trip to Guatemala and another visit to the 
house and property.  Before we made that sec-
ond trip, God had provided all of it.  
     I have always believed God blesses faith.  
The scripture says “But without faith it is impossi-
ble to please God.  For he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a reward-
er of them that diligently seek Him.” (Heb. 11:6)  
But having faith and acting upon that faith are 
two very different things.  I think of the song by 
Casting Crowns entitled “The Voice of Truth”.  
Some of the words appear in the middle of this 

Stan signing the lease with Jeff and Attorney Sharon 

     Jeff and I got to take a case full of presents down to the 
girls, their mom, and their young siblings.  It was an amaz-
ing time.  Rocsana told me it is the first time that her young 
siblings have ever had presents for Christmas.  It was so 
much fun to watch them and to see how their eyes lit up 
when they saw that there were presents but also that they 
were for them.  But more importantly we had the opportuni-
ty to explain to them the meaning of Christmas and that it 
celebrates the birth of Jesus and why He came at all.  They 
listened intently to the entire story.  It may well be the very 
first time they ever heard the story of Jesus and the gospel.   
     Next Christmas is going to be something entirely differ-
ent as we will be in our home and headquarters and will 
most likely have a house full of girls to have  Christmas 
with.  It is something very exciting that we are looking for-
ward to and can’t wait to become a reality.  The girls will be 
joining us as soon as we are back down there and we will 
be working almost immediately to start getting the house in 
order and ready for the first girls to come into the program. 
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We Have the House!!! 

Denise who will stay in the US until then to close 
out our affairs there and then bring her back to 
Guatemala.  From then on we will be there and 
together for good.  We will also immediately 
begin work on gaining our residency so we will 
not have to leave every 90 days.   
     Oak Tree Church will be bringing a mission 
team down March 8th-15th for what will be our 
very first mission group to come to Rocsana’s 
Hope.  We have several other churches now on 
the schedule with more that are interested.  Pas-
tor Dave Cole and the church will be helping us 
get the house ready to begin receiving girls by 
helping get the house and grounds ready as well 
as building beds and other bedroom furniture for 
the girls rooms.  There is much that we must do 
and have before we can open and we have 
many needs.  On the back side of this newsletter 
is a “Needs List” of things that we will need in 
order to minister fully to our girls.  We ask that 
you take the time to take a look at the list and 
see if the Lord might not lead you to help with 
part of it or with one particular thing.   
     Finally, we could not have made it this far 
without all of you who have helped us so very 
much.  We are so very grateful for the growing 
number of people and churches that are partner-
ing with us to accomplish this amazing goal of 
opening our doors and helping young girls.  
Thank you from the bottom of our collective 
hearts.   

Christmas with the Girls 

page.  It speaks about stepping out of your com-
fort zone.  Well I can tell you that this entire last 
year preparing for this ministry has been a 
HUGE step outside of my comfort zone.  I have 
never done or even tried anything like what we 
are now doing, but nor have I ever been so driv-
en to do something in my life.  All through God’s 
word we are called to step out in faith, just like 
Peter when he leaped out of the boat.  They 
might have all wanted to but Peter was the only 
one to do so. 
     We have gotten this far by faith.  That is one 
thing that I learned during our time at Casa de Mi 
Padre and with Shane, and that was how to real-
ly trust God and step out in faith.  Now we are on 
the verge of making our return to Guatemala full-
time.  Jeff, Esther, and I will be heading down the 
first of February to take possession of the house 
and start getting it ready for our first mission 
group that comes down in March.  I will make a 
brief return to the United States in April to get 



How to Give to Rocsana’s Hope 
 

Sending a check through the mail: 
   -Make your check Payable to “Rocsana’s Hope”  You may use the return envelope 
enclosed with this newsletter, or just send it to the following address: 
 
  Rocsana’s Hope 
  PO Box 2013 
  Olathe, KS 66051 

Online Giving 
If you are new to giving online and wish to do so, you may go to our website at 
www.rocsanashope.org and simply click the “donate” button.  You can complete your gift 
right there on the site.   
If you are still set up with online recurring gifts through “Oak Tree Church” you may continue 
to give that way.  The church will forward 100% of your gift to Rocsana’s Hope every month. 

Areas of Need 
     Now that we have the house and headquar-
ters, it is time to begin getting it ready as well as 
a few more big needs in order to operate fully.  
Below is a “Needs List” that is pretty lengthy but 
necessary.  We are encouraging everyone to 
prayerfully be a part of helping meet one of or a 
part of one of these many areas of need.  Some 
of the prices associated with our needs are ap-
proximate but as close as we can be without an 
exact price available until we get to Guatemala. 
     You can give to help a SPECIFIC need from 
this list by simply following these steps: 
     -Go to www.rocsanashope.org 
     -Click the “DONATE” button 
     -Select “One-Time and Special Projects” 
     -Select an amount and designate what specif-    
      ically from this list you want your gift to be   
      used for. 
 
1. 2016 Toyota Hiace to handle all the trans-

portation needs of Rocsana’s Hope—ONE 
TIME NEED—$23,000.00 

2. 15 Sets of wooden bunk beds—15 units 
needed—$200.00 per unit or $3,000.00 
TOTAL 

3. 30 Mattresses for bunk beds—$100.00 per 
unit or $3,000.00 TOTAL 

4. 15 Wood Armoire/Storage units for the girls 
rooms—$150.00 per unit or $2,250.00 TO-
TAL 

5. 30 desktop or laptop computers - $250.00 
per unit or $7,500.00 TOTAL 

6. Living Room Furniture—Open Amount up to 
$1,000.00 

7. Dining Room Table and Chairs—Open 
Amount up to $850.00 

8. Classroom work stations for up to 30 girls—
$95.00 per unit or up to $2,850.00 

9. Commercial 8 Burner Stove—ONE TIME 
NEED—$775.00 

10. Various Small Kitchen Appliances—Open 
Amount up to $1,350.00 

11. Pots, Pans, Sheets, and Cooking Utensils—
Open Amount up to $800.00 

 
It is a little difficult to share such needs because 
of the sheer volume and cost involved.   There is 
actually going to be much more in the way of 
need but the things listed above are some of the 
biggest needs we have.  Not having everything is 
not going to stop us from opening our doors.  We 
will make do with whatever we have.  But I would 
say that the beds and the van are our greatest 
and most immediate needs.  Both my pastor and 
our Program Developer have encouraged me to 
be specific in sharing our needs.  I am taking 
their advice and sharing these specific needs 
with all of our friends.  Would you consider being 
a part of helping with one or more of these 
needs?  If so simply follow the instructions out-
lined above.  All dollars given will be used for 
their specific purpose.  Thank you ahead of time. 

     On Friday, December 7th after signing the 
lease, we were called in by the government of 
Guatemala to find out more about our activities.  
We were actually a little nervous because we did 
not know exactly why they wanted to see us.  We 
ended up in a meeting with the lady in this picture 
and her associate also pictured.  Pastor Saul and 
his wife Karyn also accompanied us.  Karyn inter-
preted the meeting.  They asked about what 
Rocsana’s Hope is so I just started from the be-
ginning and started telling our story.  After about 
ten minutes, the woman  began to cry.  In that 
amazing moment I instinctively knew what she 
really wanted to know.  Her crying made me 
pause but I could just feel what she was feeling.  
I spoke to her in Spanish and basically said to 
her “You have the same heart as I do, don’t 
you?”  She answered YES.  We continued the 
conversation to find out that she is second from 
the top in charge of all of the female orphans in 
all of the government orphanages in all of Guate-
mala.  She also explained to us that she has 
spent years having to face the harsh reality that 
the government of Guatemala has nothing for 
their orphans once they turn 18 and, although 
they have tried several programs to try and help 
prepare them beforehand, they do not have any-
thing for them.  She told us horror stories about 
what happens to many of their girls.  She in-
formed us that we are the VERY FIRST ONES to 
come to Guatemala and start a program like 
Rocsana’s Hope.  After the meeting she ap-
proached me, she looked me straight in the eye 
and said “I have been praying for YOU for two 
years.”  That blew us away.  They have promised 
as much help as possible developing the pro-
gram.  Praise God for how He works. 

     Rocsana messaged me and asked if she 
could write something for this month’s 
newsletter.  I was not sure what she wanted 
to say, but nonetheless I am including it just 
as she wrote it and because she wanted it 
included.  Here are her words that she 
wrote.  I cried the first time I read them and 
I hope they will be a blessing to you as 
well.   
 
     “Hello dear father of my heart.  I am 
very well and happy because you are a per-
son who has a very sweet heart.  I want you 
to know that my family appreciates you and 
that I love you with all my heart. 
     You know I am very excited that you and 
your family will be here again in Guatema-
la to start a new ministry in San Lucas and 
I am very happy to be part of your ministry 
because I know there will be an opportunity 
for me to finish my studies and be a young 
person.  I know that in Guatemala there is a 
lot of pov-
erty.  It is 
not that I do 
not want to 
work, but 
that there is 
no work and 
it is difficult 
to find and 
pay is very 
little and it 
is not 
enough be-
cause I have 
a baby. But 
I am grate-
ful to God 
that you and 
other people will help us and not just us but 
other young people and that is a great 
blessing and an opportunity for them be-
cause as you know after they are 18 it is 
harder for them and they need your help. 
That is why we are praying for God to open 
doors and touch hearts to carry out this 
ministry and I have great faith that it will be 
so. 
And that's why I tell you, "Lift up your eyes 
and keep believing, because where there is 
faith there is hope" 


